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ABSTRACT

Beginning from the phenomenon of religion and religious conflict, this paper offers a
contribution toward analyzing the relationship between religion and peace-building. The paper
begins from the issue of religion and peace as we find it in the world. The second part moves
to the social dynamics of religion and peace, followed by a section on the dynamics of religion
and peace on the individual level. Discerning resonance between these two fields, the question of
the relation between the individual and society will be approached. Finally, in the midst of this
relationship, a discussion of divine purposes and peace will be sketched.

1. Introduction

The intention of this paper is to offer a contribution toward analyzing the vexing question of the
relationship between religion and peace-building, I will draw on the teachings of Dr. Sun Myung
Moon and the practices of the movement which he and his wife, Dr. Hak Ja Han Moon, have been
leading for over 60 years.
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A typical Unificationist exposition of the topic of “Religion and Peace” would begin with the
recognition of God, Heavenly Parent, the Creator of all of us and all things.l) Such an exposition
would then discuss the divine purpose of religion as the starting point for understanding religion and
peace. It is altogether fitting and proper to do so, and I also have written in this way.2) However,
for purposes of this presentation, I believe it will be more helpful to begin “from below,” from the
phenomena of religion and religious conflict.

In so doing, this paper will uplift some of the work of the Unification movement in advancing
the contribution of religious leaders and communities to the work of peace-building. At the same time,
this paper will candidly recognize that the issues of religion and peace—or violence—are as germane
to the Unificationist community as to any other.

The paper will begin from the issue of religion and peace as we find it in the world today. This
is followed by a section on the social dynamics of religion and peace, and then the personal level
of religion and peace-building. Discerning a resonance in these two fields, the question of the relation
between the individual and society will be approached. Finally, in the midst of this relationship, a

discussion of peaceable divine purposes will be sketched.

2. The Problem of Religion and Peace

From external appearances at least, the relationship between religion and peace seems
to be paradoxical. On the one hand, there are certainly elements in the religious
traditions of the world which serve to promote peaceful ways of living and
peace-building practices. On the other hand, history is full of instances of conflict in
which the clash of religious identities has been a major cause of conflict.

In Terror in the Mind of God, the sociologist of religion Mark Jurgensmeyer offers

a recent survey of incidents of apparently religiously-inspired violence and terrorism.3)

1) Indeed, Dr. Hak Ja Han Moon often begins speeches by invoking the Creator, and emphasizing that human
attempts to solve the world’s major problems without God are doomed to failure.

2) See my article “An Inquiry into Rev. Sun Myung Moon'’s Interreligious Peace Thought from the Viewpoint of
Comparative Religious Studies,” in 227249 ZZ 7 Bt AMY edited by Jinsu Hwang, published by
SunHak UP Graduate University, pp.
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Based on his personal interviews with known terrorists, Jurgensmeyer wrestles with
their notion that violence is sanctioned or even commanded by the Divine. If such
propensity to violence has seemed to be limited to the so-called Abrahamic faiths,
Jurgensmeyer draws attention not only to Christian and Islamic examples of extremism
and violence, but also instances from the Hindu, Sikh and Buddhist traditions as well.
His conclusion is that “...religion is not innocent but it does not ordinarily lead to
violence. That happens only with the coalescence of a peculiar set of circumstances—
political, social, and ideological—when religion becomes fused with violent expressions
of social aspirations, personal pride, and movements for political change.”¥

Conscientious religious and theological scholars also worry about the tendencies of
religious attitudes and identities to incite conflict. Religious Studies scholar and peace
activist Charles Kimball addresses the complexities and violence-prone tendencies in the
Abrahamic religious traditions in two books, When Religion Becomes Evil (2002) and
the sequel When Religion Becomes Lethal (2011).

In the face of such phenomena of religion and conflict, some scholars may be
attracted to the view that religion is an unnecessary evil, a by-product of social and
economic conditions that should be critiqued and discarded.5) Others might say that
religion is an unwelcome “survival” from a superstitious past.6)

Secularists may argue that the world would be more peaceful if religion were to fade
away—or be eradicated. But the history of militantly anti-religious states shows the
opposite: when transcendent references and consequences are denied, major restraints
on conflict and violence disappear. So elimination of religion is not the solution.

Moreover, as Kimball reminds us, “Although some secularists might prefer to see religion as
nothing more than an anachronistic way of viewing the world, this simple fact remains: the vast
majority of people who have lived and who are alive today perceive themselves to be religious or

spiritual.””?) Tt is perennially necessary to address the question of religion and peace.

3) Mark Juergensmeyer, Terror in the Mind of God, Fourth Edition. The Global Rise of Religious Violence,
(Oakland, CA: University of California Press, 2017).

4) Juergensmeyer’s “Introduction,” p. 9 of 4th edition

5) For example, Karl Marx and those who have been influenced by him.

6) See the writings of founding figures of the secular study of religion, such as E.B. Tylor.
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In When Religion Becomes Evil, Kimball points to a set of “warning signs” that unhealthy and
dangerous tendencies have begun to influence religious communities in ways that can lead to violenc
¢.8) Among the signs, Kimball lists “absolute truth claims” and “establishing the ‘ideal’ time” by
which he means proclaiming that the long-awaited time of fulfillment is now. He finds fundamentalist
tendencies to be the most worrisome.

Are Unificationists beyond or immune to those tendencies? It was easier to think so when the
movement was smaller. Now it has grown to face problems which characterize religious communities
that are much larger and much older. Among the break-away movements, at least one shows clear
tendencies toward fundamentalism. As in other religious traditions, fundamentalism appears on the
fringe. Particularly in light of this phenomenon, it becomes important to distinguish clearly between
the religious virtue of “absolute faith” and politicized absolutism.

Without ignoring the phenomena of religiously induced conflict, the founders of the Unification
movement, Dr. Sun Myung Moon and Dr. Hak Ja Han Moon maintain that within the religious

traditions of the world a divine purpose is actively striving in the direction of peace.

3. The Social Arena

Considering the social aspects of the question of religion and peace, where ought one
to turn for an understanding of society? Do we turn to “theological” accounts of the
nature of society, such as those which describe social conflict as caused by the warfare
of divine and demonic forces? The Unification Divine Principle describes the history
of conflict in terms of a winnowing of good and evil, in which there is a telos in
history beyond the purposes of its immediate actors. As described in Unification

Thought,

7) Charles Kimball, When Religion Becomes Lethal: The Explosive Mix of Politics and Religion in Judaism,
Christianity, and Islam, (San Francisco: John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 2011), section on “Why is it all so
confusing?”

8) Kimball, When Religion Becomes Evil: Five Warning Signs, updated edition (San Francisco: HarperOne,
2008).
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Struggles have indeed occurred in history---between the forces of relative good and the forces
of relative evil. From the perspective of values, it can also be said that they were conflicts
between different systems of value. In other words, they were struggles between, on one side,
a party with a value perspective that was more in accord with the Way of Heaven (the side
of relative goodness) and, on the other side, a party with a value perspective that was more

in discord with the Way of Heaven (the side of relative evil).9)

This pattern provides a theological explanation for the history of conflict, even
religious conflict. However, one ought to be cautious in avoiding any interpretation of
this explanation which sees it as a theological justification for conflict.

On the other hand, the social sciences are “methodologically atheist” (Peter Berger)
and provide a very different view of the nature of social life and its development. For
example, Emile Durkheim holds the view that in the concepts of religion, the influence
of society itself (the tribe or larger grouping) is symbolically present to the minds of
its inhabitants.!0) This point is easier to see in simpler societies, as the early
sociologists argued. In the view of Durkheim, it is society itself that is being celebrated
and affirmed through religious activity.

This is a reductionist approach to religion, with which religious participants will not
likely be comfortable. However, the commonplace conception of society more closely
follows Durkheim, and sees religious interpretations of society as irrelevant to life in
the modern world.

Then, is society based on individual action, as liberal thought tends to view it, or
does it have a life, form and reality of its own? If society has its own reality, where
does that reality come from? John Milbank addresses this question in his book,
Theology and Social Theory: Beyond Secular Reason, calling it “...the great antinomy
encountered by secular social science — do humans construct society, or does society

construct humanity?”’11)

9) New Essentials of Unification Thought: Headwing Thought, p. 229
10) See Emile Durkheim, Elernentary Forms of the Religious Life (New York: Dover Publications, 2008).
11) John Milbank, 7heology and Social Theory: Beyond Secular Reason (Blackwell Publishing, 2006), 51.
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Milbank points out that among the predecessors of Durkheim were a group of French

Catholic “social theologians” who proposed an answer to this “great antimony”:

However, a new solution was proferred by the new ‘social’ theology. If, for this theology,
it is true that the individual is always already situated within society, then it appears to make
sense to think of society neither as an artificium, nor as an unintended outcome governed by

providential design, but instead as an aspect of the original divine creation.!2)

Milbank remarks that just as Marx stood Hegel on his head, so the secular devotees
of society, Auguste Comte and Emile Durkheim, stood the French Catholic
post-revolutionary thinkers, social theologians such as Louis de Bonald, on their heads.
Milbank summarizes the conceptual stalemate in these words, “‘Society is God’ can
always be deconstructed to read ‘society is God’s presence’, and between a naturalistic
and a theological positivism, there must persist a fundamental indecidability.”!13)

Without advocating a return to the theological positivism of the “social theologians,”
Milbank has leveled the playing field between theistic and atheistic interpretations of society.
Accordingly, our discussion will now proceed in a theistic mode.

If there is a divinely-ordained pattern for social life, surely the family is the root
component of it. In the Unification Thought explanation of social life, the family
pattern is extended through a three-fold principle known in Korean as&4Y,& %, 2],
often translated as ‘“interdependence, mutual prosperity and universal values.”!4)
Applied to the fields of economics, politics, and ethics, respectively, this principle
forms the basic pattern of the Unification social vision from the viewpoint of society
at large. Further discussion of this principle, connected by the word “gong” (3-1L), will
be presented in section 5, below.

Just as religious practices may provide a pathway for the individual to rise above

12) Milbank, 51-52.

13) Milbank, 52.

14) For an explanation of this three—fold principle, see New Essentials of Unification Thought. Headwing
Thought, 507-524, wherein this principle is translated as ‘mutual existence, mutual prosperity and
mutual righteousness.”
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harmful psychological tendencies, including antipathy and violence, so religious
practices on the part of religious communities in society may help the society to rise
above conflictual sociological tendencies and dynamics that include could violence. A
key element in that beneficial effect is that the religious community invests in
contributing to the whole society's development and advancement, and not only the
religious organization itself. As Dr. Moon explains this principle in terms of the

divinely-ordained role of religion in peace-building:

The ultimate purpose of all religions is to realize the ideal world of peace, which is God’s
desire. Religions should be concerned about the Will of God for the salvation of the world
before thinking of the salvation of their own denomination or the salvation of individuals.!5)

A religion that can bring peace to the world should not regard itself as important. It should
not have self-centered views about its authority or its possessions. If it does, it will not go

beyond the level of its own nation and the people who accept its doctrines.!6)

The role of religion in the social arena is not only a matter of the beneficial effect
of the religious activities and practices on society as a whole. Specific actions which
religious organizations take to promote peace in society or among religious groups are
also important. Indeed, the range of religiously-motivated peace activities and
movements is wide, and one can find examples connected to all of the world's major
religions. In the Unification case, there have been many initiatives for peace-building
among religions, such as the Interreligious Federation for World Peace (IRFWP), the
Religious Youth Service (RYS), and the Interreligious Association for Peace and
Development (IAPD).

The founding figures (as we know them in the best of historical memory) emphasized
activity for the sake of others—“for the good of the many” as the Buddhists say. They did

not intend to create rival religion kingdoms. However, as Dr. Moon observed,

15) Sun Myung Moon, Speeches, Vol. 135, 221, given on November 16, 1985. See World Scripture, 385.
16) Speeches, Vol. 172, 143, given January 10, 1988. See World Scripture, 393,
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“Yet, despite their great accomplishments, the paths actually taken by religions constantly
diverged from what the founders originally intended. Religions have often fallen prey to
divisions, contradictions and disharmony within themselves, and have even fought one another.
In today’s world, wrongful religious zeal and narrow-mindedness continue to induce antagonism
and hatred. Furthermore, faith often has been espoused as a formality yet disregarded in practice.
This has given rise to social problems. These are clearly not the true objectives of religion, and

we must not bequeath such a mistaken tradition to our descendants.”17)

In this passage, Dr. Moon is speaking to a wide audience of religious leaders and
scholars across the spectrum of the major faith traditions. He is reminding them of their
responsibility not to pass on to the next generation (or to the wider society) the
attitudes that lead toward conflict and even violence. Of course, this passage also stands
as a warning to present and future Unificationists against promoting division and

conflict.

4. Personal Arena

Conflict is not only a social phenomenon, but also a feature of individual
consciousness. Therefore, peace-building begins with peaceful individuals. To develop
peaceful individuals, the disciplines of mind-body unity training (“two become one”)
form a necessary foundation. This is because self-cultivation is needed to regulate and
harmonize the emotional life and interpersonal relationships.

Religion is not only a social phenomenon, but serves as an avenue of redemption or
"repair". The fact that we humans fight with each other is understood to be a
consequence of the prior rupture between God and humans. Unaware of our Heavenly
Parent, we see and feel no countervailing concern (emotion) which would restrain

conflictual or violent tendencies.

17) Sun Myung Moon, “Bequeathing the Tradition of Love,” Pyeong Hwa Gyeong, 442.
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The sainthood of religious figures is determined or achieved based on their sacrifice for
the sake of others. Thus, the saintliness of religious figures cuts across the traditions. It
makes sense to say that there is a peace-sustaining Source which is approached from

different angles according to the shape of various religious traditions. Dr. Moon describes,

True religious intuition meets the Absolute and the Infinite. Through this intuition, we can
hear God’s call to each of us. Such a state of original communion with the Absolute transcends
any particular religious system or form. Only in this state do humans reach perfection and

happiness. This God-human relationship is one and universal.24

Dr. Moon goes on to explain that this kind of communion happens even for those who participate

in relatively non-theistic traditions such as Confucianism or Buddhism:

Buddhism and Confucianism do not specify an absolute being, but with the basic Confucian
virtue, benevolence ({2), being connected to the heavenly mandate, heaven can be taken as the
absolute being in Confucianism. Moreover, since Buddhism teaches that all dharmas constantly
change while the truth is found in the “such-ness” (IEE#N) behind dharmas, we can say that

“suchness” constitutes the absolute being in Buddhism. 27

Indeed, Confucian or Buddhist understandings may be particularly helpful in
articulating the peaceful resources available in Unification teaching. For Unification
teaching, the most basic pattern for personal development is described in terms of the
Three Great Blessings: be fruitful, multiply and have dominion (Gen. 1:28). Each of
these three is elaborated in the Divine Principle in such a way that a principle of
mutuality or “give and receive action” is at the core (this pattern is known as the
four-position foundation model).

There are analogues to the Three Great Blessings in other religious traditions as well.
One of the closest analogues is in the Neo-Confucian tradition. The forebears of the
great Korean Neo-Confucian philosophers Yi T oegye and Yi Yulgok had described a

pattern of “forming one body” based on the core Confucian virtue of human-kindness
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[0 4. The character “4=” both graphically and semantically suggests the circular
motion of human-relatedness, known in Unification Thought as “give and receive
action.” The concept of “forming one body” was developed not only in inter-human
relations (especially family-based relationships) but also in terms of the mind-body
system of an individual person and in relation to the environment of “all things.” As
can be seen in the following description, this Neo-Confucian pattern is closely

analogous to the Three Great Blessings:

Ren [12,21] as embodied sensitivity extends through three interwoven arenas. The first is the
experience of vital interconnection within one's own psycho-physical body. This bodily
experience is further extended in two other arenas: between fellow human beings in community,
and in unity with the cosmos of all things. Though these three levels can be articulated

separately, in practice there is mutual ramification.!8)

Conversely, the Three Great Blessings can all be understood as inscribed in terms
of "in" ({=,0), which graphically portrays "two become one" centered on God and
God’s peaceful purpose. Since the classical Confucian understanding of “in” is rooted
in “hyo” (filial piety), this interpretation of the Three Great Blessings as an ideal and
path in the personal arena can be linked to hyojeong (B0 1), the essential attitude

emphasized by Dr. Hak Ja Han Moon.

5. Linkage between Personal and Social points to the Divine

As depicted diagrammatically in the Three Great Blessings model, the divine is
“co-present” in the midst of each one of the Three Great Blessings developmental
processes, both as parental telos and as companion.

On the side of society, Dr. Sang Hun Lee describes interdependence, for example,

18) This is my description in “Forming One Body: The Cheng Brothers and Their Circle,” in Confucian
Spirituality, Volume Two edited by Tu Weiming and Mary Evelyn Tucker (NY: Crossroads, 2004), 56-71.
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in terms of “joint ownership” with God.!19 Another expression would be
“co-ownership.” Along the same lines, one could also speak of mutual prosperity in the
political sense as “co-governance”, and universal values in the ethical and cultural
spheres as “co-valuing” or “co-righteousness.” Thus, within the dynamics of society
itself, we find the mysterious presence of mutuality. In the social arena, the mysterious
divine “co-presence” that appears in the form of mutuality is marked by the character
“gong” (O J£).20)

The way toward peace, then, appears in the uprighting of both the personal and the
social arenas, by giving equal primordiality to the individual and to the social. Such,
it would seem, is the principled perspective. If the divine is conceived as “behind” or
“above” both the individual and the society, then it makes sense to say that divine
guidance to the people in society would not be exclusively through the mediation of
religion.

Just as fulfillment of the “two-become-one” pattern in the personal arena (individual
and couple) creates the possibility of acting on a higher level, so likewise restoration
of social relations in society through the practice of interdependence, mutual prosperity
and universal values creates the possibility for that society 1) to care well for its
members and families, and 2) to play a higher-level role in the family of nations.

It is now possible to draw the lines of connection and mutual “in-form-ing” between the personal
and the social, in such a way that both arenas are recognized as open to the transcendent. When these
two arenas are recognized as mutually, resonantly inscribed with divine co-presence, then the telos

of religion that Dr. Sun Myung Moon talks about begins to come into view.

19) NEUT, p. 209.

20) That other social movement which celebrates “gong”, namely the communist movement, shows a kind of
romanticism of the communal, a misplaced celebration of the communal which at the same time strikes
against its root source. This approach is as though people were crowded into a large room to enjoy the
benefits of "communal” life, while at the same time sealing all doors and windows against any whiff of
(superstitious) fresh air. Suffocation is the inevitable result.
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6. Teleological--Fulfillment of the Peaceable Purpose of
Religion

“The ultimate purpose of all religions is to realize the ideal world of peace, which is God’s desire”
—with these words, Dr. Moon firmly locates his starting point for discussion and action on
interreligious peace-building. Beyond appearances, in the words of Shakespeare in Hamlet, “There’s
a divinity that shapes our ends, Rough-hew them how we will.”2D) If this can aptly be said of
individual lives, it may also apply to religions as well. Thus, we can say that lived religion, historical
religion is “rough-hewn” in various ways, and to various degrees, sometimes to the point of
contravening its original divine purpose. Human purposes also are at work, shaping and misshaping
the content, form, and practice of religion.

Therefore, a process is necessary to develop an interpretive understanding of religion in order to
build interreligious cooperation for the sake of peace-building. Dr. Moon’s teaching represents a call
to look beyond the literal level of the teachings of the world’s religions, to the “heart-motivation”
behind or embodied in them. A consequence of this teaching about the shared purpose of religion
is that the providential meaning of a religion is not identical to the terms in which the believers
(participants) themselves understand that religion. For this reason, even though the articulated
philosophical or theological terms of the traditions seem to be incommensurable, still the stance of
the Unification movement, as taught by its founders, is to treat the purposes of the world’s religious
traditions as converging, since they all derive from the same Heart-motivation of the Ultimate Source.

Toward this realization, the Buddhist concept of “upaya”, skillful pedagogical methods, may be
helpful in preparing the way for this new, meta-understanding. The call is to look beyond the literal
level of the teachings of the world’s religions, to the “heart-motivation” behind or embodied in them,
the “Heart-motivation” involved in the creation of religious traditions as ‘“‘vehicles” for salvation.

Dr. Moon teaches that there are active “forces of evil” which stir up religious conflict. The work
of such forces is evidenced by: 1) a climate of fear, anger and judgment; 2) the tendency to focus
on or highlight external details that divide; and 3) the social selfishness of religious communities and
organizations. Therefore, dialogue should focus on the spirit that leads to a shift in thinking from the

21) Shakespeare, Hamlet, Act 5, scene 2.
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minor details to the higher, deeper truth to which they point, and from judgment to mutual recognition.
In this way, religious persons and communities can be stimulated to modify their course of action

in order to more effectively contribute to the peaceful building of Cheon 11 Guk. Dr. Moon elaborates,

Just as the great prophets had to fight the forces of darkness to make the vision of God
available for the whole world, your peacemaking mission is to deny the forces of evil that

delight in racial and religious war, and reveal the divine Will for peace to the whole world.22)

In other words, at root the conflicts among religions are not due to differences in expression of
belief, ritual, etc. They are due fundamentally to the interference of the network of powers that want
to thwart or impede God’s work through religion. Some of those powers are this-worldly—power-
or profit-hungry leaders who use religious conflict to their own ends, or ideological opponents of
religion who want to see it become ineffective and crippled. And then there are also the other-worldly

“principalities and powers.”

7. Conclusion

The trajectory toward which this interpretation points is the development of a shared faith in the
peaceable purpose of all religions, which transcends the conceptual specifics of the various religious
traditions, and corresponding action. These peaceable purposes appear both in the personal arena of
self-cultivation and spiritual conditions (jeongseong) and in the social arena, where the processes of
interdependence, mutual prosperity and universal values are operating.

These social ideals described in Unification Thought—interdependence, mutual
prosperity and universal values ([J 0,00 00,00 0 }—may be understood also as inherent
principles that may be operating beneficially in societies more generally. Religious
communities within complex societies uphold analogous teachings, some version of the

“three mutualities” (3 [J). Recognition of this possibility is not simply a matter of

22) “Islam and the Establishment of World Peace,” given October 21, 1990, Pveong Hwa Gyeong, 452.
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courtesy toward other religious communities, but is rather an important safeguard
against any tendency toward insular thinking that could lead in harmful directions.

Therefore, in tandem with the expansion of the beneficial influence of religious teachings, including
both direct and indirect Unification education, is action directed toward the wider society as such.
That action is motivated by a sense of God’s co-presence (Emmanuel) in society itself, so that the
economic, political and cultural spheres and systems become more fully resonant with their divine
purpose.

This process can be applied to the issue of Heavenly Unified Korea—how does Korea (even just
in the South) become more of a heavenly unified society? It means developing along the lines of
the principles of interdependence, mutual prosperity and universal values, with each of these aspects
“open” to the divine. The divine co-presently “hovering” over the current situation, in both the
personal and the social arenas, is nurturing peaceable individuals and families who can participate as
citizens of their nations on the way of restoration.

It is through the spirit of Ayojeong, based on the recognition of the divine as Heavenly Parent, that

the motivation and energy for interreligious peace-building is enhanced. As Dr. Moon emphasizes:

One of my essential teachings is that interreligious harmony is a necessary condition for world
peace. Since no single religion has manifested God completely, religious differences have been
inevitable. Yet because we are all sons and daughters of the same Heavenly Parent, we are all
brothers and sisters in one great family. Therefore, conflict and divisive hatred among religions

is unnecessary.23)

A similar sentiment is shared by Charles Kimball, the comparative religions scholar working on

3

current conflicts among the Abrahamic faith communities. He writes, “...religious diversity and
religious commitment can illuminate and enrich our experiences as human beings and as children of
God who share life in our community as well as on an increasingly fragile planet.”24)

In recent months, Dr. Hak Ja Han Moon has called for a new identity and self-understanding for

the Unification movement as “Heavenly Parent’s Holy Community” (HPHC, Hanul Bumonim

23) Speeches, Vol. 133, 274-75, given August 13, 1984; World Scripture, 396.
24) Kimball, When Religion Becomes Lethal, from the Acknowledgements.
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Seonghui). This new understanding as HPHC embraces both the Family Federation for World Peace
and Unification (FFWPU) and the Universal Peace Federation (UPF) with its affiliates. These two
forms of the Unification movement, the religious movement of sanctification through the Three Great
Blessings and the social NGO movement of sacralization through the “three mutualities of society,”
constitute two aspects of one great work of peace in the present time.

In order for Heavenly Parent’s Holy Community to be an effective agent in the wider society, as
well as a restorative community for its members, it is essential that both the personal and the social
arenas are pursued together. In this sense, it is quite possible that the actual role of HPHC will
transcend the self-understanding of its own members. Through the graceful leadership of Dr. Hak Ja
Han Moon, the HPHC can become an agent for the fulfillment of divine loving and peaceable
purposes beyond all expectations.

For Dr. Sun Myung Moon and Dr. Hak Ja Han Moon, their teaching about religion and
peace-building as grounded in God is intimately connected with their own self-understanding and
sense of mission. They have not only proclaimed the peaceable source and purpose of religion, but
have mustered resources to promote and advance that purpose directly—namely the trajectory for the
fulfillment of God’s ideal of creation, the millennial kingdom of peace on earth, which we call Cheon
II Guk. Indeed, their understanding of God as the Source of the religions and Author of peace is not
an abstract concept to debate. Rather, they present it as a call and an invitation to personal engagement
for the sake of realizing heavenly purposes in the society of the contemporary world, for the good
of all.
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